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Abstract

Marginality is a multifaceted combination of various factors, among which we can detect the perceptions of this complex phenomenon by the population. To study such perceptions is important because they can influence the marginalization process.

This paper grew out of a PhD project devoted to a special part of Switzerland. It wants to demonstrate the various factors that contribute such perceptions and why they cannot correspond to the conventional indicators of marginality.

The study area for my PhD thesis is the Swiss canton of Ticino, the only Italian speaking canton. This cultural background makes it substantially different from the German and French speaking parts of the country. The canton is geometrically marginal, and a number of economic indicators show that it is less developed compared to other parts of Switzerland. This situation creates the perception of marginality, but compared to other parts of Europe, Ticino can be considered a rich and well developed region, not marginal at all. This kind of perception can be very dangerous, because it risks to result in an attitude of withdrawal that will eventually isolate the entire region, make it unattractive to investors, and finally induce marginalization, without it being able to take advantage of the globalized economy.

Regional policy has created different research centres and created the conditions for further development, but if the population is not convinced of its potential and continues to retract, all policies will be useless.
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